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Over 35 years of 
world-class education

Tianjin International School is committed to providing 
transformative, holistic K-12 education to develop 
globally-minded individuals who learn, love, and lead.

Purpose Statement

Vision
World-class servant leaders raised up in every vocation.



The 2021-22 school year will forever be a tale of two stories in my mind. 
The first semester of this school year felt normal, exciting, and created 
great opportunities to move forward on the school’s long-term plans. The 
second semester was, well, a testament to each of our flexibility as we 
yet again experienced off-campus learning, community lockdowns and 
cancellation of events. The semester did require flexibility, but what we all 
really felt was disappointment. As times like this present themselves, we 
must all pause, and when necessary, redefine success. When we contem-
plate the differences between the two stories of this school year, the one 
thing that remains the same is our students. Therefore, we do not focus 
on the canceled events and missed experiences, but we focus on the suc-
cesses of our students and community resourcefulness.

As a math teacher, I loved solving problems and finding new ways to 
arrive at the solution. I know that not everyone is like me, but I take the 
same approach to life. Some problems are more challenging to solve than 
others, at times we have to endure pain, but the end often has a clear 
solution. Although the solution might be the goal, growth occurs while 
working to solve the problem. I could easily provide my students with 
solutions, but what I really want to teach them is the value in thinking 
through the process of getting there. With this mindset, I can tell you that 
working through the challenges of our day, at times has not been enjoy-
able, but I am incredibly thankful and value the opportunity to endure 
and grow through them.

HEAD OF SCHOOL
MESSAGE
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When you review this annual report, I believe you’ll see the results of 
people working together through the problems of the day to arrive at 
a beautiful solution. These pages are filled with student learning tak-
ing place in the midst of changing circumstances. Our understanding 
and knowledge regarding how education should look has certainly 
been challenged. We have been forced to look outside of the typical 
structures and expectations of the classroom. We long to create the 
learning experience for our children that is familiar to us, but we must 
remember that there are various ways to find a solution to a problem. 
What our students are experiencing in education is redefining their idea 
of learning which in ways is vastly different from our own. Seeing that 
adjustment in students is a true testament to the skills they’ll need to be 
successful in the future. 

I continue to be proud of the TIS family throughout this year, and I 
am excited for the growth we’ve endured that will help us thrive in the 
future.

Mr. Ryan Witt
Head of School

Although the solution 
might be the goal, 
growth occurs while 
working to solve the 
problem.
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35 Years of
World-Class Education
Since 1986, Tianjin International school has been a 
prominent educational institution in Tianjin. We have 
been delivering American-based college preparatory 
education that has sent students to world-renowned 
universities. Our rich history has given us a wealth of 
knowledge and experience that will help us continue 
our mission of transforming students from the inside 
out. Let’s go on a journey to see some significant mo-
ments in TIS history.

TIS first opened its doors in 1986 under the name of 
the MTI Education Program. The whole school consist-
ed of only 30 kids spanning grades K-12. The school 
was located just a few floors below where the families 
lived, and every student was in the same room. The 
very next year, TIS moved into the InterTech building 
and had their first graduating senior. In 1989, TIS had 
its first recorded basketball game against the Interna-
tional School of Beijing. The late ’80s contained many 
firsts for TIS, but this was only the beginning of TIS’s 
story.

TIS continued to expand its curricular and co-curric-
ular program during the ’90s. WASC officially ac-
credited TIS in 1992. This year was also the year that 
TIS launched the Preschool program. The following 
year proved to be full of changes for TIS. TIS moved 
school buildings to the Xing Guo Middle School. TIS 
also changed its name from MTI EP to Tianjin MTI 
International School. The school expanded many 
co-curricular activities. In 1996, we officially became 
Tianjin International School, a name we’ve continued 
to carry to this day proudly.
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The 2000s started with another move to a new 
building, this one being the HuaYuan Industrial 
Park. The preschool was renamed the Early Child-
hood Center and added the Foundations class 
during our stay at HuaYuan. More was also done 
during this decade to initiate some of TIS’s most 
well-known traditions. 

TIS continued to grow and meet the demands 
of this generation of students. TIS moved to our 
current building in Hexi district in 2012. Technolo-
gy became more integrated with student learning, 
and the first TIANMUN took place at TIS. The 2010s 
contained outstanding achievements and success-
es that needed remembering during the approach-
ing decade.

As we all know, COVID-19 has marked our lives since 
the turn of the decade. The same is true for TIS. TIS 
responded to the COVID-19 pandemic with Home 
Based Learning, and we were blessed to be able to 
return to school during the spring of 2020. Our stu-
dent health and safety guidelines remain in effect as 
we continue to take the ongoing pandemic and gov-
ernment guidelines seriously. Enduring through the 
COVID-19 pandemic is a remarkable achievement, 
as many schools worldwide have been unable to 
attend school in person safely. Another achievement 
is TIS’s recent accreditation by Cognia.

Our rich and exciting history in Tianjin has formed 
who we are today. We are a school that cares im-
mensely for its students, is academically excellent, 
and comes together to create a family. These 35 
years in Tianjin have been full of learning, loving, 
and leading.

We are looking forward to continuing 
our legacy of transforming education in     
Tianjin.
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RAS AL KHAIMAH

As a school, TIS strives to be an active contributor to our local and global community in order 
to deliver the best possible teaching and learning opportunities for our students. To assist with 
these goals, TIS works with a range of partner organizations who provide a variety of services 
that support our position as an international school, enhance our offerings, and complement 
our community engagement.

TIS has been awarded accreditation by COGNIA. This accreditation is recognized by the U.S. De-
partment of Education and provides TIS with a highly regarded accreditation that is renowned 
throughout the world.

Part of a Greater SystemPart of a Greater System
iSC is a network of international schools, enabling 
students and teachers to participate in system-wide 
programs where they can interact with others outside 
of their immediate school. The opportunity to be a 
part of this larger, interconnected community is just 
one of the many ways in which the TIS experience is 
unique. iSC is a division of LDi (Leadership Develop-
ment International), an organization committed to 
leadership development, training, and transformation 
around the world.

Yantai

Tianjin

Qingdao

WuxiWuhanChengdu

Ras al Khaimah

UAE
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CONNECTION COURAGE CURIOSITY

COMPASSION SERVICE PERSISTENCE

DISCERNMENT HUMILITY PURPOSE

iSC QUALITIES FOR LIFE
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318

South Korea

Canada

France

Australia

UK

USA

Singapore

Japan

New Zealand

China (Hong 
Kong, Taiwan, 
Macau)

66
Maximum Total of Students Total of Educational Staff

15 5
Student 
Nationalities

Staff
Nationalities

Vanuatu

SCHOOL
DEMOGRAPHICS
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Spain
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Early Childhood Center Elementary

Middle School High School

Divisional Breakdown

6 yrs.
Average 
Staff Tenure

50%
Staff with
Masters Degrees

5:1
Student/Teacher
Ratio

Whether your child is three years old, finishing high 
school, new to international schools, or a long-time 
attendee, TIS is the place for you.

86

14%26%

23% 37%

45

70

117

Student Percentage per division Student Total per division
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Fresh discoveries were made in the ECC. Through countless activities, inside and outside the classroom, 
students experience the joy of learning each and every day. From honing their reading and writing skills in 
the classroom to handling worms in the outdoor garden, our hands-on approach to education ensures stu-
dents continue their academic development in a wide range of exciting ways. By bringing their high energy 
levels to each class, our teachers and teaching assistants kept our students engaged and eager to learn 
more throughout the year.

ECC
HIGHLIGHTS
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ELEMENTARY
HIGHLIGHTS
Lifelong qualities were built in the Elementary. During these formative years of our students’ lives, our focus 
is as much on their character education as it is on academics. Every day we were able to see clear examples 
of our students exhibiting purpose, compassion, curiosity, discernment, connection, courage, humility, 
service, and persistence inside and outside the classroom. This character development warms the hearts of 
teachers as our goal to see each student become a well-rounded global citizen takes shape.



Developing globally-minded individuals continued in the Middle School. A focus was placed on equipping 
students with the skills for more profound academic growth, widening their perspective of the world and 
their understanding of their place in it. Plenty of opportunities, inside and outside the classroom, like VEX 
Robotics and drama, were made available for students to build lasting peer connections and provide a 
well-rounded educational experience. With the need for off-campus learning at stages during the year, 
the school placed increased importance on our Advisory program to meet the needs of healthy connec-
tions outside of a campus setting.

MIDDLE SCHOOL
HIGHLIGHTS
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Learning, loving, and leading didn’t stop in the High School. The high school calendar was again packed 
with many curricular and co-curricular activities and opportunities for students. Despite the challenges 
of being on and off-campus, the students have performed very well on the learning front. We have seven 
seniors on their way to achieving their AP Capstone Diploma, and over 250 individual AP exams were 
taken. With a decrease in connections and feelings of isolation in our student body due to off-campus 
learning, staff used the opportunity to provide support and care through dinner meet-ups and Zoom 
check-ins. While back on-campus, we had one of the most extensive and expansive selections of stu-
dent-led clubs in recent years, covering many areas of interest.

HIGH SCHOOL
HIGHLIGHTS



TIS MAP Growth® Average MATH Scores 2021-2022 Fall

TIS MAP Growth® Average READING Scores 2021-2022 Fall

Kindergarten

Kindergarten

Grade 1

Grade 1

Grade 2

Grade 2

Grade 3

Grade 3

Grade 4

Grade 4

Grade 5

Grade 5

TIS Average

TIS Average

MAP Average

MAP Average

Grade 6

Grade 6

Grade 7

Grade 7

Grade 8

Grade 8

Grade 9

Grade 9

Grade 10

Grade 10

Measures of Academic Progress (MAP)
Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) is an external assessment test for students in elementary, middle, 
and high school. Test results are used to report students’ progress so teachers and parents are able to 
understand and support our students’ academic growth better.

Due to the disruption of on-campus learning caused by COVID-19, we were unable to conduct the 2021 
winter semester MAP testing. The Fall 2021 data reveals learning trends consistent with student demo-
graphics and previous years of testing.

MAP assessments in Reading and Mathematics are taken by students in Kindergarten through Grade 10.

STANDARDIZED TEST RESULTS 
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TIS Average MAP Average

TIS MAP Growth® Average LANGUAGE ARTS Scores 2021-2022 Fall

Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9 Grade 10
100

150

200

250

300

14



So far for the 2021-2022 school year, our junior and senior students earned commendable marks on 
their SAT assessments, a major contributing factor to university acceptances worldwide. 

SAT ®

TIS Average

TIS Average TIS Average

World Average

World Average World Average

1393

637 756

1060

533 528

Total SAT Results  (Out of 1600)

Evidence-Based Reading and 
Writing Results  (Out of 800)

Mathematics Results  (Out of 800)

Advanced  Placement (AP)

* world averages based on 2020-2021 data

AP Scores

TIS’s students score higher than average on a global and regional level. 

3 Year Summary
2021      2020      2019

Total AP students    

Number of Exams

% of Students with 
Score 3+

% of Students with 
Score 4+

60

245

93

75

81

257

97.5

73.5

86

213

91

68.8

2021            2020           2019

% of Students with Scores 3+

71.1

93

67.6

97.5

55.2

91

* World averages based on 2019-2021 data
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UNIVERSITY ACCEPTANCES
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- Daily support in small group 
English Language Centers.

- Quarterly progress 
monitoring.

- Additional support during core 
subjects classes (as needed).

- After-school support with 
individual coaching.

- Daily support in small group 
English Language Centers.

- Additional support during core 
subject classes (English, science, 
social studies).

- Individualized programming 
designed in coordination with 
content teachers to ensure 
students are able to participate 
in core subject classes while 
receiving English language 
support.

- After-school support. 

- Support in core classes, as 
needed.

- Support in small groups for 
mainstream subject reinforce-
ment.  

- Writing Lab.

ELEMENTARY MIDDLE SCHOOL HIGH SCHOOL

ENGLISH LANGUAGE
SUPPORT
Our English Language Support team continued to commit to increasing students’ English proficiency 
who entered the program. Based on standardized testing results, students’ grades, and classroom 
performance, we’ve seen positive progress in all our ELS students, with a high number of students 
exiting out of the program.
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AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES

Elementary Clubs:

- Baseball
- Chess
- Chinese
- Cooking
- Drawing
- French
- Handbell
- Hip-Hop
- Lego
- Mime
- Music
- Robotics
- Sculpting
- Sports

Secondary Clubs:

- Art
- Drone
- Jazz Band
- Math
- MUN
- Robotics
- Science
- Service
- Tech
- Yearbook

*Not an exhaustive list
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Taking full advantage of our purpose-designed fine arts facilities, students honed their 
artistic skills individually, as well as in groups on a regular basis. 

Band, Choir, and Elementary Music class taught students to challenge themselves, be 
disciplined, and learn the importance of working as a group to accomplish the same 
goal: producing beautiful music. They accomplished this goal throughout the year in 
various events, such as the Fine Arts Celebration and school concerts.

Our Drama department produced two wonderful plays. The first, “That Time of Year,” 
was an original piece by Mrs. Way that told the tale of a dysfunctional family finding 
meaning during Christmas. The TIS Drama students performed the hilarious play, “The 
Somewhat True Tale of Robin Hood,” in a smaller venue off campus due to COVID-19 
policies. 

The visual arts students created many stunning pieces throughout the year and each 
piece was placed prominently around the school.

FINE ARTS
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We continue to be united and strong in our Eagles 
Athletics program. 

Our soccer, basketball and volleyball teams continue 
to grow. We have fielded each team in middle school 
and high school, both girls and boys’ divisions.  Our 
middle school and high school students have also 
had opportunities to compete in badminton tourna-
ments. We have been able to compete in ISCOT tour-
naments this past year and have fielded teams that 
display not only athletic strength, but also strength 
of character. 

The coaches and teams have been focusing on 
the iSC Qualities for Life throughout the program, 
emphasizing these qualities in practice and on the 
field of competition.  It is encouraging to see stu-
dents practice these qualities in an athletic environ-
ment. Our high school student-athletes have also 
been able to volunteer to help with middle school 
teams. This volunteer service has offered an oppor-
tunity for student mentorship and student growth in 
many ways. 

Go Eagles! 

ATHLETICS



SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
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STUDENT COUNCIL

Student Council (StuCo) is a group of student leaders representing their peers. They work 
together to plan and execute various school events and activities for students through-
out the year. This school year was especially tough for StuCo since the school was alter-
nating between physical classes and off-campus learning multiple times. Still, StuCo tried 
their best to serve their peers and bring unity to high school.

Starting with a warm welcome to students coming back from break with Welcome Back Gifts, StuCo then held their 
first official event Fall Fun Day on October 2nd. During Fall Fun Day, students had a chance to get away from their 
school work for a bit and have fun times with peers. Students had a delicious lunch and participated in various 
class competitions to bring class unity. Also, in the same month, StuCo organized Spirit Week. This year, we had 
Pajama Day, Class Color Day, Sports Day, Multicolor Day, and Twin Day. A lot of students participated to show their 
class and school spirit as a whole. It was great to see some crazy outfits around the school! Next, in November, Stu-
Co organized Pepero Day where students and even teachers showed appreciation to each other by giving Peperos 
with little notes. With more than 1700 Peperos exchanged, this event was a huge success to get students more 
involved in the high school community. 

Unfortunately, big events like Christmas Banquet and Lock-in were not able to happen due to the COVID-19 sit-
uation. Yet, StuCo tried their best to support the student body and should be appreciated for their hard work 
throughout the year!
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PARENT
TEACHER
ORGANIZATION
At TIS, we believe in the power of partnership be-
tween parents and teachers. Together, we can make 
a real difference in our school’s environment and 
the lives of our children.

TIS has a robust PTO program where parents come 
alongside teachers and school leadership to influ-
ence school culture. In partnership with the PTO, TIS 
listens and responds to parent feedback. We value 
any and all feedback received from parents and 
aim to implement actionable responses. Our teach-
ers and staff consistently communicate with our 
parents to inform them of school happenings and 
personally involve them in their child’s education. 
This partnership is essential to a strong educational 
foundation for our students.

The PTO also has a hand in building the school’s 
family-like atmosphere with classes and other 
events. Other opportunities for parent engagement 
occur through our many events at TIS and other 
events coordinated outside of the school. There 
are many ways for you to be involved with our TIS 
community!
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Adapting to 
COVID-19
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We are now in the third year of responding to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. As from the beginning, 
our main priority is the health and safety of our 
students. In conjuction with the district and city 
government officials, TIS responded to the 2022 
outbreak of COVID-19 in Tianjin. 

All schools in Tianjin were unable to teach stu-
dents in school campuses, so TIS implemented 
Off-Campus Learning. Since all of the teachers 
at TIS were in Tianjin, they were able to come to 
school and teach synchronously on-campus while 
our students learned at home. Our teachers 
delivered the same high quality education
virtually through regular video calls and a variety 
of classroom applications.

When students have been able to return to 
school, TIS implemented several practices and 
policies to facilitate safe and healthy learning. 
Many of the protocols set in place have and will 
continue to remain throughout the duration of 
the COVID-19 pandemic.



Financial SummaryAdapting to 
COVID-19
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